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Experiences of a UK Supervising Engineer 

Recent incidents: 

1. Lack of maintenance 

2. Importance of monitoring 





This picturesque reservoir is in central England and was 

built approximately 200 years ago 

 

The dam is an earth embankment approximately 3 metres 

high 

 

The reservoir is used for fishing and is a valuable 

environmental habitat  

 

I had only recently been appointed as the supervising 

engineer 
 





There are two valves on the bottom outlet pipe, a 

guard valve and a duty valve that is used whenever 

water needs to be removed and silt is to be flushed 

from the reservoir 

 

The undertaker reported that water had suddenly 

started flowing from the pipe the two valves control 

but the valves had not been operated 

 

The supervising engineer was called and asked for 

advice and before any action was taken an Inspecting 

Engineer was consulted 

 





Upon inspecting the valves it was found that the 

chambers in which they were located were flooded 

 

One of the two valves did not have a wheel on top of the 

rod used to open and close the valve but this was only 

the start of the problems. 
 




